
Primary factors

Geography

History 

Personalities

Resources

Main Elements

Security and Prosperity.

Independent policy space. 

Partnerships but no alliances. 

Respecting international law. 

• No unilateral sanctions. 

• No external aggression. 

• No interference in internal affairs.

• No export of ideologies. 

Global consensus.



Current Priorities

Neighbourhood First Policy

Economic Linkages

• Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan. 

• 3 Cs - Connectivity, Commerce and Culture

• 3 Ts - Trade, Technology and Tourism

Multi-engagement. 

Para-Diplomacy

Reforms in Institutions of Global Governance

Indian Diaspora.

Neighbourhood

India’s destiny is inextricably linked with its neighbourhood. The 
countries in our neighbourhood are of unique and special strategic 
significance to India, both because they are deeply interconnected 
with us through ties of geography, culture and history, and also 
because the internal and external dimensions of our policy – and 
theirs – intersect and overlap with each other. Relations with them 
also impact our own states that border these neighbours. 

Accordingly, the neighbourhood remains our primary diplomatic 
arena. It is first and foremost amongst our foreign policy priorities. 



The primacy given to the neighbourhood in our diplomatic efforts is 
reflected in our Neighbourhood First policy which has become a 
central pillar of India’s foreign and security policies since 2014.

India’s Lines of Credit to its neighbours have jumped from USD 
3.27 billion in 2014 to USD 14.7 billion in 2020. In addition, we 
undertake a large number of quick gestation and high impact projects
aimed at benefitting communities directly. We trade more. We invest 
morein each other. Total trade with Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, the Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal and Sri Lanka has increased 
from USD 19.44 billion to USD 26.455 billion in the last six years. 
These increases have both contributed to and have benefitted from 
significantly enhanced connectivity and improved border 
infrastructure. 

India desires normal neighbourly relations with Pakistan and is 
committed to addressing issues, if any, bilaterally and peacefully in 
an atmosphere free of terror, hostility and violence. The onus is on 
Pakistan to create such a conducive atmosphere including by taking 
credible, verifiable and irreversible action to not allow any territory 
under its control to be used for cross border terrorism against India 
in any manner.

China

India’s engagement with China is complex. The two sides agree that 
the future direction of India China relations should be built upon 
respecting each other’s sensitivities, concerns and aspirations. The 
two sides have also agreed to manage their differences and not allow
differences on any issue to become disputes.

As regards the boundary question, the two sides agree that pending 



final settlement of the boundary question, maintenance of peace and 
tranquility in the border areas is an essential basis for the overall 
development of the bilateral relationship. 

USA

India-US bilateral relations today not only encompass the major 
pillars of India-USA strategic partnership - including security, 
energy and technology - but have deepened with greater bilateral 
economic engagement and ever increasing people-to-people 
contacts. In the last few years, the bilateral relationship also has 
expanded into a global partnership with greater convergence of 
views on a number of issues such as international terrorism and 
shared approach to rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific region.

USA is India’s largest trading partner in goods and services. The 
overall India-US bilateral trade in goods and services is approx. 
US$150 billion. The 3-million strong Indian American community is
an important ethnic group in the U.S., accounting for about 1% of 
the total population in the country.

Russia

Russia  has  been  a  longstanding  and  time-tested  partner  for  
India.  Declaration  on  the  India-Russia Strategic  Partnership was 
signed  in  2000. Under  the  Strategic  Partnership,  several  
institutionalized  dialogue  mechanisms  operate  at  both  political  
and   official   levels   to   ensure   regular   interaction   and   follow  
up   on   cooperation  activities.  In December 2010, the Strategic 
Partnership was elevated to the level of a “Special and Privileged 
Strategic Partnership.



EU

India-EU relations date back to the early 1960s with India being 
amongst the first   countries   to   establish   diplomatic   relations   
with   the   European   Economic   Community  in  1962.  A  Joint  
Political  statement  signed  in  1993  followed  by  the  Cooperation 
Agreement  between  India  and  the  EU  in  1994  expanded  ties  
from  the  pillar  of  trade  and  economic  cooperation  and  enabled 
political  dialogue  and  annual  ministerial meetings. The 
relationship was upgraded to a ‘Strategic Partnership’ during the 5th 
India-EU Summit held at The Hague in 2004. The 16th India-EU 
Summit is planned to be held in Portugal in May 2021. EU  is  the  
largest  source  of  Foreign  Direct  Investment  (FDI)  into  India. 

Think West

Think West – our outreach to the Gulf and West Asian countries – 
has become an increasingly important pillar of our foreign policy. 
India has strategic interests in West Asia. West Asian countries host a
large Indian diaspora, supply much of India’s oil and natural gas, as 
well as engaging in security and intelligence cooperation. Our 
engagement with Africa, both in political and economic terms, has 
also intensified as never before. There have been outgoing visits to 
African countries at the level of the President, the Vice President and
the Prime Minister. Over two-thirds of India’s Lines of Credit in the 
past decade have been offered to African countries. 

Multilateralism

We are committed multilateralists. We are committed to a rules 
based international order. India is currently in the UN Security 



Council for a non-permanent tenure. We are also the BRICS chair. 
We have been invited to the forthcoming G7 summit in England later
this year. We will also chair the G20 in 2023. We remain active in 
other multilateral and plurilateral formats such as SCO and RIC. 

Indo-Pacific

India calls for a free, open and inclusive order in the Indo-Pacific, 
based upon respect for  sovereignty  and  territorial  integrity  of  all  
nations,  peaceful  resolution  of  disputes  through dialogue and 
adherence to international rules and laws. India’s concept of the 
Indo-Pacific is inclusive in nature, and supports an approach that 
respects the right to freedom  of  navigation  and  overflight  for  all  
in  the  international  seas.  India’s  Indo-Pacific vision is premised 
upon the principle of ‘ASEAN-Centrality’. India’s approach is based
on  cooperation  and  collaboration,  given  the  need  for  shared  
responses  to  shared challenges in the region.

Climate Change

India is also a country that is more than cognizant of the threat posed
by climate change. Five years after the Paris Agreement, India is 
amongst the few developing countries, that are not only meeting 
their "green” targets but are aspiring to more ambitious climate 
goals. 

We have created international organisations like the International 
Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 
(CDRI) that are working on creating global low carbon pathways. 
More than 80 countries have joined the International Solar Alliance 
making it one of the fastest growing international bodies. More and 



more countries are also joining the CDRI that is working on 
promoting climate-resilient infrastructure across the world.

DPA

Our Development Partnership Administration has a global presence 
deploying around US$ 31 billion in lines of credit and US$ 8 billion 
in grants. More than 80,000 foreigners have been trained by the 
Government of India in Indian institutions. 

India-Romania

Bilateral political relations between India and Romania are warm 
and friendly.  India and Romania established diplomatic relations in 
1948, and raised it to Ambassadorial level in 1968.

Bilateral Visits

The last high-level visit to Romania from India was on 18-20 
September, 2018 when Vice President (VP) of India Shri M. 
Venkaiah Naidu visited Romania. The visit coincided with the 70th 
year of establishment of our diplomatic relations, centenary year of 
birth of modern Romania and 5th year of signing of the ‘Framework 
Agreement on Extended Partnership Cooperation,’ between our two 
countries. Foreign Minister of Romania Mr. Teodor Viorel 
Melescanu paid an official visit to India on 24 -27 November 2018.

Parliamentary Visits
 

The Romanian Parliament has created its friendship group for India. 
Mrs. Ana Birchall, Chairperson of Romania-India Parliamentary 
Friendship Group visited India from 22-25 April, 2013.  An all party 



parliamentary delegation led by Mr. Zgonea, President of the 
Chamber of Deputies of Parliament of Romania visited India during 
6-12 December, 2014. 

Agreements

The Joint Statement on establishing an Extensive Partnership 
between India and Romania

Defence, Cultural Exchange Programme, Health

JECs and JWGs:

The 18th Session of the India-Romania Joint Economic Committee 
(JEC) was held in New Delhi on 7th April, 2017.  The Joint Protocol
was signed by the two sides after the meeting.  

Bilateral Trade between India and Romania

Main Indian exports to Romania included vehicles other than 
railway or tramway, electrical machinery and equipment, nuclear 
reactors, boilers, electrical machinery and equipment, iron and steel, 
plastic and articles thereof, rubber and articles thereof organic 
chemicals, ceramic products, pharmaceutical products.  Main Indian 
imports from Romania during the above mentioned period were 
nuclear reactors, boilers and machinery, edible vegetables and 
certain roots and tubers, inorganic chemicals, organic or inorganic 
compounds of precious metals, vehicles other than railway or 
tramway rolling stock, organic chemicals, electrical machinery and 
equipment.

Indian Investments in Romania



Total investment over USD 1 billion. Major companies like Wipro, 
Infosys, TCS, Arcelor-Mittal SA, SunPharma, Dr.Reddy’s Labs, 
UCO Raymonds, Sunwave Pharma, Repower Systems, Thakral 
Group, FERCO Group, Prodigy, Prime Healthcare, Transdanube 
Industries, Evaluserve, Asmita S.A., GHCL Limited, CineGrand, are
present in Romania.

Romanian investments in India

Romanian companies such as Altantia SPA, Saira Seats SAS, Simest 
SPA, Summer Conf SRL, Hanna Instruments Romania SRL, Omnia 
Professional SRL, FSS Activ Group SRL,  STX RO Electroturlcea 
SRL, Mihaela Carmen Popa, Jan Joost Kotte, Chistina Veronica 
Garlasu , Rulmentul Berlad, have all invested in India.   

ITEC and Other Exchanges

Till date, Romania has used 107 ITEC slots.  Romania was allotted 
05 slots under the ITEC Scholarship Programme.  Romanian 
diplomats have also attended various courses conducted by the 
Foreign Service Institute, New Delhi, for Foreign Diplomats.  One 
Romanian diplomat attended the 5th Special Course for Diplomats 
from ASEM Countries conducted by the FSI in October 2019.  
Scholarships under the ICCR programmes have also been offered to 
Romania.  

Cultural Cooperation

India and Romania signed a Cultural Agreement in 1957, which 
provided for cooperation in culture, science, education, literature and
arts. Following this Agreement, Cultural Exchange Programme 



(CEP) were formulated and implemented. ICCR-sponsored dance 
troupes have been visiting Romania every year and performing at 
various cities to an appreciative audience.  Embassy of India, 
Bucharest has been collaborating with local cultural groups such as 
Rabindra Nath Tagore Cultural Centre, Bucharest to organise 
“Namaste India” festival, which has become an annual affair and has
become extremely popular in Romania. 

Indian Community

The Indian community in Romania, including NRIs and PIOs, 
numbers around 10000.  Recently, there has been a considerable 
increase in the number of Indian workers joining the IT and the 
construction sector in Romania. There are about 100 Indian students.


